NARLIDERE’DEKI BAZI FiGURLU MEZARTASLARI

Dog. Dr. Beyhan KARAMAGARALI

{zmir’in bir nahiyesi olan Narhdere’de tepe iizerinde bir mezarhk
bulunmaktadir. Temiz ve bakimli olan bu mezarlik, ihtiva ettigi mezar-
taslarmm tipleri ve siisleri bakimmdan dikkatle iizerinde durulmaga
deger. Buradaki mezartaglarmin bazilarma bas, boyun ve viicut gekli
verilmege caligilmus, iizerlerine fes, tozak!, takke (terlik)?, kemer ve
kusak motifleri iglenmistir.

1— Vehbi kerimesi Zehranin mezartagi: (1. Res., 1. Sek.)

Mermerden yapilmis olan mezarm bastas1 56 x 20 x 7 em., ayak-
tag: 48 x 20 x 6 cm., sandukas: ise topraga gomiilidiir. Bagtagmmn i¢
yiiziinde, yani kabre bakan tarafinda, iistte, tozag ima eden bir demet
kustiiyii yeralmaktadir. Bunun altinda iki sira altin, giimiig paralarla
veya penezlerle siislii bir takke bulunmaktadir. Takkenin iki yanindan
agagiya dogru, siraile muska ve hamayl asilmistir. Muskanm tizeri bak-
lava deseni ile siislenmis, ii¢ yanindan da ¢an geklinde piiskiiller sarkital-
mustir. Hamayh da birbirine paralel dilimlerle siislenmigtir. Bunun orta-
smdan ve iki ucundan birer piiskiil sarkmaktadir. Daha alta “sene 1927

14YY 4i—w vazihdir. Tarih kitabesinin altinda, kemerbest sem-

bslii olan tokali bir kemer yeralmaktadir. Kemer sanki elbiseyi
dolamakta, tagsin iki kenarmndaki kenar silmelerini asarak arkada devam
ediyor intibami vermektedir. Asli cicekli bir kumas veya dokumadan
yapildig: anlagilan kemer, onde, karsihkh iki yaprak seklinde, madeni
goriiniiglii  bir toka ile raptedilmistir. Kemerin altinda “Vehbi

kerimesi LS"‘\‘C,J{ LS”-’” daha altta da “Zehra ruhuna 4>, \JAJ'”

yazihdir.
2- Ismi toprak altinda kaldif i¢in okunmayan bir kadinin mezar-
tas1 (2. res.)

1- Tozak, gelinlerin bagma takilan, tavus veya yesilbag drdek tiiylerinden yapilmig bir
nevi tactir.
92— Takke (terlik), baga giyilen, 6n tarafi para veya penezlerle siislii baghga denir.
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Mermerden yapilmig olan mezarm bastast 90 x 34 x 7 cm., ayak-
tag1 92 x 30 x 6 cm., topraga gémiilii sanduka 172 em. uzunlugundadi.
Bu mezartagina da bir gelin bag iglenmigtir. Tiiyden yapilmis olan
tozak, iki sira para ile stislii bashk, muska ve hamayh tamamen bir ev-
velkine benzer. Yalniz bunda ayrica yanaklardan dulukcaliklar® sallan-
maktadir. Hamaylmn altinda, ortadan yanlara dogru devam eden iki
sarmagik dah bulunmaktadir. Bunlar Hasan ve Hiiseyin’i ifade eder-
ler. Bunun altinda silmelerle cercevelenen kitabe vardir.

“Ah min el-mevt sene 1307/1891-92 VY1 wiiw il il
“Ah ile zar kildim gengligime doymadim p348 s aNeiS” el 515 k) oT
Kitabenin son kismi toprak altinda kalmigtar.

3- Hiiseyin oglu Ali’nin mezartagi (3. ves.) sek. 2.)

Bu mezarin yalmz mermerden yapilmis olan, 167 x 25. 5 x 7 em.
olgiisindeki bagtasi kalmigtir. Tasa, bas, boyun ve viicut sekli veril-
mege calisilmig; basa bir fes, boyna da bir muska yapimistir. Evvel-
kiler gibi, baklava tarzinda doldurulmus olan muskanm ii¢ kigesinden
birer piiskiil sallanmaktadir. Ayrica boyundan goiise dogru bir késtek
sarkmaktadir, Késtek, kilitten agagida devam etmekte; sonra yukariya
ve yana lavrilarak saat cebindeki bir saatin ucuna baglanmaktadur.
Govdenin bel yerindeki enine izgiler, bir elbiseye sarilan kugag ifade
etmektedir. Gogiis hizasmda solda, cebin yukarisinda “Ah min el-mev

IAY o ol sag tarafta “y\yyA 1328 /1912-13” tarihi okunmaktadar.

Kusagm altinda birbirinden silmelerle ayrilan mail satirlar halinde kitabe

yer alir:
“Cihana doymadi canim ([,. Y sb alg
Ecel yakt1 giribAnim? . (‘:l?i S Hsl J=!
Hiiseyin oglu Je sl (=
Ali ruhuna di- 9y J;
Fatiha” atly

4— Abbas’in halilesi, Serva’nmn kizi Déne’nin mezartast (4. res.
$

3- Dulukgalik, Liipe gibi yiiziin iki yamndan yanaklara dogru sarkan, baghk (takke)a
takilan altin, giimily para veya penezlere denir.
4- girtban (farsga): clbise yakast “ecel yakt1 girtbanim” sekli ile kederli hal anlatiyor.
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Mermerden yapilmig olan mezarm, bastagi: 113 x 38 x 7 cm., ayak-
tagt 106 x 38 x 7 cm., olgiisiinde olup topraga gomiilii sandukas1 185
em., uzunlugundadir. Bagtaginm i¢ yiiziinde, yukarida simetrik iki dal
ile bunlarm ortasina yerlestirilmis bes yaprakli hayali bir ¢igek; bunun
altinda iki sira para ile siislii bir takke bulunmaktadir. Bu baghgn al-
tmda muska ve hamayh yeralmaktadir. Muska ve hamayli evvelkiler
gibi tezyin edilmistir. Yiizii teskil eden kisim bir sarmagik dali ile
ortillmiistiir. Daha altta, ilk satir tek, digerleri ¢ift olarak birbirlerin-
den silmelerle ayrilmis olan kitabe yeralmaktadir:

“Hiive’l-baki sene 1324 /1908-9 CAPYE aiw BUl

Ecel gelince insana pire el aled oy sl s ol
sebaba bakmayor A -t

e 29 el a8 3 TS5
Giiller gibi masumcugu
iste su merhumenin
Yetim kald: diinyada deyu
ecel bakmayor

Elide 95 40 j_fb ‘\“:"'::‘.J.‘ Wl ol ‘5{ J)&f

saldly e s ealis gl ot

Ml o kD i ] S O

Anisn;ldi)a(l;ea;ll ;)V:Ij::lzl;zl inL.g \_3 }i> Lg..\l t‘; VJS,) ‘9}‘ r\;\{ (al:\

Abbasin halilesi S(;:Z’a]?;; el g Sl o LS"“'L:J'." Elwl,e
1

Goot ;D;;;;;“;f:{jrjg;g Sl O giss 025l O5lis (a153) s

Tarihi lafzmn dedim sene

ligytiz yirmi bes”

U’i‘, ijg:’. j}::;-}\ EWe (tJuiJ Ellaal @)\?

alttaki tek satim toprak altinda kalmagtir.
Ayaktasinm dig yiizii sarmagik dallar: ile siislenmistir.
5— fsmi okuhamayan bir kadinin mezartag: (5. res).

Mermerden yapilomis olan mezarm, bagtag: 137 x 40 x 6 cm., ayak-
tag: 138 x 38 x 7 cm., topraga gomiilii sandukasi 199 em. dir.

Sivri bir kemerle nihayetlenen ve asagiya dogru daralan bastasi-
nm yukarn kismina simetrik iki dal iglenmigtiz. Dallarin uclarmda ve
tepesinde bes yaprakh tezyini ¢igekler bulunmaktadir, Bunun altmda
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iki sira para ile siislii takke yeralmigtir. Bu bashgm ortasindan bir
altin  lira sarkmaktadw. Bunun altinda, késelerinden piiskiiller
sallanan bir muskaiki yanabaglanmaktadir. Yiizii teskil eden kisim bir
sarmagik dali ile drtiillmiigtiir. Altta silmelerle satirlara boliinmiis kita-
be yeralmaktadir.

“Hiive’l-baki sene 1325/1909-10 8\YYe dww Lgubh
Akibet kasteyledi ah mevt-i

. — & - -
A all= 2 ge o lgabl dead Cdle
cellat canima . .

Urdu simsirin heman dem s € s “ip sl
kiymadan gerdanima” acls 5 Odesd ¢ ol JJ:*'“"“ 335!
Bunun altindaki satira bir ¢igek dali yerlestirilerek bir kemer ima edil-

mege cahgilmistir. Daha altta kitabe devam etmektedir.

“Tuhfe-i hakdir eristi ¢iin &, ¢ " . s
18 ! e O O Al ydas faad
bana mevt-i mubin o IR L AR

Eyledim azm-1 sefer olsun . . . ¢
vedag yaranima b Els Ot R £~ (Mli
Miirg-i canim per agup ol

demde pervaz eyledi” bl edes sl ur . (\? <

Bunun altindaki satular toprak altinda kalmstir.

Burada can kusunun kanat acip ugtugu séylenmekte yani 6lenin
rubu kusa benzetilmektedir. Bu benzetme Tiirklerin ve Mogullarm is-
lamiyetten o6nceki inanglarmda da mevecuttu’.

6— Yamk Hiiseyin zevcesi Bagdad’m mezartasi (6. res.)

Mermerden yapilmis olan mezarm bastas1 111 x 36 x 6 ¢m., ayak-
tast 93 x 34 x 4 cm. él¢iisiinde, topraga gémiilii sandukas1 96 cm. wzun-
lugundadir. Asagiya dogru hafifge daralan bastaginm yukari kismma
ortadan birbirine baglanmis ii¢ simetrik dal yerlestirilmistir. Her daln
ucunda bes yaprakh birer ¢igek bulunmaktadir. Bu kismimn altinda yer-
alan takke, bir sira para ile siisliidiir. Bu tek sira paranin ortasmdan
bir lira, muhtemelen besibirlik sallanmaktadir. Bunun altinda zincirle
astmig, kégelerinden piiskiiller sarkan bir muska gbze ¢arpmaktadir.
Yiizii tegkil eden saha, ebedi uykuyu temsil eden karsihikh iki nar dah

5— M. Eliade, Schamanismus und archaische Ekstastecnik, Ziirich 1954, s. 158; B. Kara-
magarah, Sivas ve Tokat’taki figinlii mezartasglayinin mahiyeti hakkinda (Selguklu Aragtirma-
lart Dergisi II, Ankara 1970) 91. s.
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ile ortiilmiistiir. Daha altta silmelerle birbirinden ayrilmis saturlar
halinde kitabe yer alr.

“Ah min el-mevt sene 1342 /1926 CAPEY aew Sl e oT
Sen terahhum eyle ya Rabu’l-gani oyl 4@ & g oo
Eyle miiyesser cennet meskeni Lgiw Clom pbe c\liT
Dergahindan etme mahrum ya ilah ') Y £ = 4| ()Jgh\f)é
Kimseye baki degil dehr-i deni U3, g Jf 5 3l dwwesS
Yanik Hiiseyin zevcesi Bagdad Coaldhy e e G
Ruhuna Fatiha” afls asom 9

7— Halil oglu Hiiseyih’in mezartast (7. res.)

Mermerden yapilmis olan mezarin bastast 65 x 19 x 6 cm., ayak-
tas1 65 x 16 x 5 cm., dl¢iisiinde; topraga gomiilii diktértgen seklindeki
ortasi agik sandukanin uzunlugu 40 em. dir. Bag tasinmn, ayaktagma
bakan i¢ yiiziiniin yukar: kismi bir fesle nihayetlenmektedir. Fesin on-
den arkaya dogru uzanan bir puskiilii mevcuttur. Bu piiskiill tasm dig
yiiziine islenmigtir. Fesin kenarma kiigiik bir ¢icek dah sokulmustur.
Tasm i¢ yiiziinde, boyun kisminda bir hilal, bunun altinda ¢ kogesi
piiskiillit bir muska goriilmektedir. Muskanin altinda ise bir hamayh
bulunmaktadir. Hamaylnin da iki ugu ile ortasmndan birer piiskiil
sallanmaktadir. Muskanin hizasmda sagda ve solda birer ay-yildiz
motifi yeralmaktadir. Yildizlar sekiz koselidir. Bunlar apolet intibam:
vermektedir. Gogiis kismini bir ¢ift gigek dali siislemektedir. Bunun
altinda birbirlerinden ince silmelerle ayrilmis kitabe yer alir:

“Huve’l-baki sene 7 Eyliil 1328 /1913 VYA Jobl Y aw GU g
Biilbiil gibi ugtum kafesten R Lsf Jobs
U¢ yasinda fiden giil idim ben o r.\i\ ‘_}f Ol okil G;}\
Valideynim agladik¢a aglasin O )MMH a8 f:i"\“ P
Stirme gozlii siimbiil idim ben O ekd Jide d 55 Aoy g

6~ S. Eyice, Kirgehir’de H. 709 (1310) tarihli tasvirli bir tiirk mezartagi, (Regat Rahmati
Arat igin, Ankara 1966) 222. s.
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Halil oglu Hiiseyin O de gl ol
Ruhuna Fatiha” A2 g 9

Tasm dig yiiziine boydan boya bir asma dali iglenmistir. Ayak-
tagmn i¢ yiiziine, ne oldugu anlagilmayan bir sarmasik dal, dis yilziine
ise bhir selvi-gigek kompozisyonu yapilmistir.

8- Baruteu Hasan oflu Hasan’n mezartagi (8. res.)

Mermerden yapilmig olan mezarin bastasi 104 x 26 x 7 cm., ayak-
tagt 98 x 26 x 4 om. dlgiisiinde, topraga gomiilii sandukas: 220 cm.
uzunlugundadir. Tagin yukar: kismi yine bir fesle nihayet bulmakta-
dir. Fesin alt kenarina ¢igekli bir kumas intiba1 veren bir sarik yapal-
mi1g, bunun sol tarafina bir ¢igek dali sokulmustur. Boyun kisminda
ortadan uglar yukarn gelmek iizere, bir hilal motifi bulunmaktadir,
Bu hilélin altinda saga déniik bir ay-yildiz, bunun da altinda bir muska
yeralmaktadir. Muska evvelkiler gibi islenmistir. Ayrica bir saat kos-
tegi boyundan gogiise sarkmakta; kilitten agagida da devam ettikten
sonra sola ve yukariya kivrilarak, uglar birer kiivecikle nihayetlenen
ii¢ zincirin sallandigr bir saate baglanmaktadir. Saatin i¢ine bir rozet
yapilmistir. Bogluklar bitki motifleri ile siislenmistir. Biri sag omuzun
altma rastlayan iki simetrik ¢igekli dal yine Hasan ve Hiiseyini
temsil etmektedirler. Daha asagida kitabe bulunmaktadir.

“Huve’l-baki 11 Muharrem 1331/1915 = yyy\ o2 1 IR

Nev reside bir giiliim ismim . .
L ) U,  o,

Hasan’dir benim e f ft S ey

Kalb-i nalanmimda derdim esbab-1 |, . Ll NG s

mevtimdir benim (“U"MJAHJ e ("Ub obegd 3L o

Fakr ile, zevk, sefa, san, séhret o a e e .. .

gérmeden (Jm)j{u)r.u Ol lae (395 abl 2

Meskenim hak-1 siyah oldu su

medfende benim

Al yesil bayrak’ ile geldim beka

mekanina

gt okosd e 55 gl ol Sl ‘;§M

anelde LE{ c..&lf c\.lil (_B‘J"l{ J,::.-i dT

Irtihalim sene iigyiizotuzbirdir . o , i
benim £ 22, 558 s gl i J4)

7- Ankara-Gerede arasmdaki bir Alevi mezarhgmda al-yesil renkli parcalardan yapilmig
Fayraklarm mezarlar iizerine dikildigini biz de tesbit ettik. Yegkil renk tarikati, al ise Hz. Ali’yi
temsil etmektedir.
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Barutcu Hasan Oglu Hasan O AE sl e b
Ruhuna Fatiha” a£ls oy B

Tasin dis yiiziinde, yukarida, fesin arkadan sarkan piiskiilii ile
cigekli kumagtan yapilmis sarik goriilmektedir. Bunun altindaki saha
bir asma dali ile kaplanmagtir.

9— Narildere’li Karahasan oflu Hasan oglu’nun mezartas: (9. res.)

Bu mezarin yalniz, mermerden yapims olan, 142 x 30 x 4 cm.,,
olciisiindeki bastagi kalmigtir. Tagin yukar: kismi baghk ile nihayet-
lenmigtir. Boyundan gégiise dogru bir muska sarkitilmigtir. Gogiisii
tegkil eden lusmin ortasindan iki yana dogru iki simetrik dal omuz
hizasina kadar yiikselmektedir. Gogiis, diiz bir silme ile govdenin alt
kismmdan ayrilmigtir. Daha asafida yine birbirinden silmelerle ayril-
mis mail satirlar halindeki kitabe yeralmaktadur.

“Huve’l-baki sene 1342 /1926 AP E Y Lju'ﬁ
ASlf: Ls*‘?.fé\ 1" s Jo_-\
Glgr xS 348 b Jans

Ecel geldi bas agris1 bahane

Niceler doymad gitti cihane
Komsu, ahbab, yarandan ricam bu 9 r\q— 5 0Ll bl sk 8
Gud g all Les

Dua ile gotiirsiinler lisane

Narhdereli Kara Hasan : (e 08 Jdeys JoU
Oglu Hasan oglu Jde ol e 85l
Ruhuna Fatiha” Wl g Iy

10~ Seyfi Aga zevcesi, Abbas kizi Dari (Dadnin mezartag: (10.
res.)

Mermerden yapilmig olan mezarm bastas1 114 x 27 x 6 cm., ayak-
tag1 90 x 27 x 4 em. dlgiisiinde olup, topraga gémiilii sandukas1 160 cm.
uzunlugundadir. Bagtagmm yukari kismi, sikilmig bir ¢igek demeti
geklindedir. Demetin iist kismmdan sarkan gigekler iki yanda birer

sa¢ orgiisii gibi asagiya dogru uzamakta ve altan kivrilan yapraklarla

birlesmektedir. Tasin kenarlarm ince bir sira filiz motifli bordiir gevir-
mektedir. Bu ger¢evenin iginde, gogiise tekabiil eden kisima, bir kur-
dale ile ii¢ besibirlik asilmigtir. Bu kurdalenin gevreledigi sahaya “Ah
min el-mevt” & il g T yazilmg; alt kogelerdeki bosluklara yine iig
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yaprakh birer ¢igekli iki dal yerlestirilmigtir. Bunun altinda mail satirlar

halinde kitabe bulunmaktadir. Satirlar silmelerle birbirinden ayrilmak-
tadar,

“Seyfi Aga zevcesi duhter-i Abbas ovbe A geast ) L e
Temaga Kadin eyledi azm-i beka la, e* bl yu8 LAk

Bu faniye gelen eder akibet rihlet (s o Cudle ! Qlf 4“3'\5 9
Zira bir misafir hanedir bu

s sl > ajls sl 153
saray-1 feni Sl 510 PR A

On alt giinliik yetim kaldi masumu s gma (A ‘s;“”.. Y jf L;H Ol

Eylediler iyala }‘lf(; 2;1:‘:‘};;2 Wby oT @bl g e Lo all
Heniiz Yil‘mihegez?;i‘:z Qgi\ E'\.(ovt;«-ﬂi o™ djg.’. BE
Zalim ecel Ve;xrrllaegi ;1111(; 5T bl & S da s J,._y fm;
e i T 5 o ot A e

Sefil ol mahserde anin L. . . Ve

‘Hazret-i Zehra®” Laj & pem BT 03 pi2 Taa
Kitabede 6liiniin ad1 “Dari” olarak yazih ise de, “Dadr’ olarak okumak
daha ifadeli gelmektedir.

L
ES

Narhdere mezartaglars Tahtaci!® ismi verilen bir topluluga aittir.

8- Bu mezartagmnmn tarihi ebcet hesabi ile verilmigse de biz burada séylenmek istenen
tarihi tesbit edemedik.
9- Hz. Zehra, Hz. Muhammed’in kizi Fatima’mn ismidir.
10~ Ebu Diilef seyahatnamesinde dikkati geken bir kayitta, Tiirk kavimlerinden bahseder-
ken “Sonra Tahtah denilen oruga gittik. Burada halk arpa ve dan ile muhtelif gekilde et ve sebze
yiyorlar (Yusuf Ziya (Yériikén), Onuncu asir iptidalarinda yazilms olan Ebu Diilef Seyahat-
namesine nazaran Orta Asyada Tiick boylart ve bunlarm dini ve gograft vaziyetleri, Darulfiie
nfn I1ahiyat Fakiiltesi Mecmuast Mart 1932, 52. s.). Bu kayda maalesef bagka bir kaynak eser-
de rastlanmiyor. Ancak, Aga¢ Eriler ismindeki topluluk (Ziya Gokalp, Tiirk Tévesi Istanbul
1339, 67 s.) 1193 senesinde Elbistan’m ormanhk yerlerinde oturmakta ve egkiyahk yapmakta
imig (Z. Velidi Togan, Umumi Tiirk tarihine girig, Istanbul 1946, 163 ve 245. s.; Z. Velidi Togan,
Islam Ans. Azerbaycan mad. 98. s.). Ancak XIIL yiizyilin ortalarmdan itibaren kaynak eser-
lerde Agag-Exi toplulugundan tekrar bahsedilmekte ve bunlarm Marag-Malatya bélgesinin or-
manhk kismlarmda yasadilkdan kaydedilmektedir (Faruk Siimer, Agac-Erileri, Belleten XX VI,
cilt, 101-104. say1, Ankara 1962, 522. s.). 1zzeddin Keykavus’un Malatya’ya bunlar iizerine
kuvvet gondererek, hozguna ugratip (Ibn Bibi, Tiirkeye ¢ev. M. Nuri Gengosman, Ankara
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Tahtacilar Alevidirler'!. Bunlarin mezartaglarmda, yukarida belirtti-
gimiz gibi, bas, boyun ve omuzlar belirtilmis, belde kemerbesti veya
Fatima Ana’y: sembolize eden bir kusak veya bir kemer ifade edilmis,

1941, 255-256. s.; Osman Turan, Selguklular zamaninda Tirkiye, Istanbul 1971, 477-478. s.;
Nejat Kaymaz, Pervane Mu’inti’d-din Siileyman, Ankara 1970, 60 s.; Faruk Siimer, a.e., 523~
524. s.), beylerini tutsak aldiklarim fakat bir yil sonra onlardan yardim istediklerini, sonra da
Hiilagii’niin bunlar iizerine 20000 kisilik bir kuvvet gondermesi ile bir daha toparlanamadik-
lar1 zikredilmektediv (Faruk Siimer, a.e., 524. s.), Ebu Bekr Tihrani Kitab1 Diyarbakriyye
adh eserinde Agacg-Erilerin 1394 yilinda Sivas bolgesinin giiney kisminda kargagabk ¢ikardik-
lavim sbylemektedir (Faruk Siimer, a. 526. s.). Yusuf Ziya (Yoriikan) Ebu Diilef seyahatna-
mesinde gegen “Tahtah”larla Tahtacilar arasinda miinasebet kurmakta ve “Ebu Diilef Tah-
tah’tan sonra Bayat iilkesine gitmigtir. Bugiin de Bayat ve Tahtacilar birbirlerine komgudur.
Narhderenin agagi mahallesi Bayat, yukari mahallesi Tahtacidir. Tahtacilar tahtahhlar gibi
emniyet ve asayis icinde yagarlar. Sakin tabiath insanlardir. Adana ve Canakkale taraflarm-
daki Tahtacilar tahta igleri ile meggul olmadikiart halde yine bu ismi tagirlar. Diger biitiin oy-
maklar kendi isimlerini muhafaza ederlerken Tahtacilarm esas isimlerini degistirmis olduklarmi
diigitnmek dogru degildir, kanaatimizce “Tahtahllar ile Tahtacilar aymdir (Yusuf Ziya (Yérii-
kén), a.m., 56-58. s.)’demektedir. Bu goriige kargilik Sakir Ulkiitagmr (Tiirk-Islam Ans. Agac-Eri
Mad.) A. Yilmaz (Tahtacilarda gelenekler, Ankara 1948, 11-12. s) ve Faruk Siimer (a.m., 528. s.)
Agac Erilerin Tahtacilarin ceddi oldugunu kabul etmektedirler. Bu gériis olduk¢a yaygmndir, F.
Babinger ise Tahtacilarm CGepni olduklarim séyler (F. Babinger, Schejch Bedr ed-Din, der Sohn
des Richters von Simav, Berlin 1921, s. 99. ns2). Biz de Tahtacilarin Agag Exilerle miinasebeti
olmakla beraber, “Tahtaci” ismini eskiden beri koruduklarmi diigiinmekteyiz.

11~ Tahtacilar Alevidir. Caferi olduklarm soylerlerse de, Caferiligin ne oldufunu bilmezler.
Bir itikat sistemleri yoktur. Ititaklarmin esasmi ecdattan kalma nefesler meydana getirir, Iti-
katlar adetler iginde, Adetler ise dini merasim geklindedir (Yusuf (Yoriikdn). Tahtacilar, Tahta-
cilarda dini ve sihri hayat, Darulfiintn Fakiiltesi Mecmuasi, Mayis 1930 66-80. s., ve Birinci
Kéniin 1930, 72-80 s.). Huldl, tenasiith Mirag ve hurufilife ait pek ¢ok nefesin tesirinde kalmig-
lardir (Yusuf Ziya (Yoriikan). a.m., Mayis 1930, 68. s.). Hz.! Ali’ye ulthiyet izafe ederler. Bek-
tagilerdeki nahiye teskilit1 bunlarda yoktur. Nahiye tegkilatnda ii¢ bes kdyiin bir dedesi, o
dedenin bagh oldugu daha bityiik bir dede, onun da bagh bulundugu bir dede olmak tizere so-
munda Celebi merkezine dayanir. Her dede bir tiirbenin koruyucusu ve o tiirbede yatanm evlada
oldugunu iddia eder. Niifuzlu dedeler bir asiret beyi neslinden geldiklerini soylerler. Tahtaer-
larda bayle bir teskilat ve agiret resisligi fikri yoktur. Bunlarm, Yanm Yatir ve Haci Emirli ol-
mak iizere iki ocaklar vardir. Bu ocaklarin birincisi Izmir’in Narhdere, ikincisi Tokat’m Rega-
diye kazasmdadir. Bagka bir merkez tammazlar. Dedeler yaz mahsiliiniin toplandif siralarda
miiridleri dolagir, Ayinlere bagkanli eder, kisin yapilacak 4yinler igin birisine saldhiyet verir,
suglular cezalandirir veya afv eder. Eskiden her is i¢in dededen izin alinirdi. Dedelere teslimiyet
ve emniyet sarttir. Dedelerden kalan esya kutsaldir. Narlidere’deki Yanmm Yatw ocagmda de-
delerden aklma bir kece kiilah, bir salvar ve bir ¢ift pabug vardir. Resadiye’deki Hact Emirli
ocaginda bir elbise ile bir kihg vardwr. Kitablar Kumru, Sakinime, Mendkibname, Faziletnime,
Hac1 Bektag Vilayetnamesi, Hutbetulbeyan ve Salnime-i Sadreddin’dir. Sadreddin, Horasan
erenlerinden Erdebilli Seyh Safi'nin ogludur. Timur istildsmdan sonra bir lusim Alevi Sadred-
din’e intisab etmis, daha sonra da Sah Ismail’e baglanarak Kizilbag ordusuna katilmiglardar.
(J.K. Birge, The Bektashi Order of dervisches, London 1965.211-212. sayfalardaki tahta-
calarla ilgili malimat1 Yusuf Ziya (Yoriikdn)dan aldigmm zikreder.) Biz bu sebeple sadece
Yusuf Ziya (Yoriikan) kaydetmekle iktifa ettik.)
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ancak zamanin ve c¢evrenin tesiriyle burun, agiz, kas ve goz yapil-
mamis onlarmn yerini Hasan ve Hiiseyin’i ifade eden iki ¢icek dali
gogiise yerlertirilmigtir. Bununla beraber kadinlarm baslarma giydik-
leri, aln kismi paralarla siislii terlik, yanaklarmdan sallanan dulukca-
Iiklar ile muska ve hamaylilar; erkeklerin giydikleri fes, baglarina sardik
lar1 sarik ve fese sokulan ¢igek ile saat kordonlar: islenmistir. Tahtacilarm
Narhdere’deki mezartaglarinda Tiirklerin Anadolu’ya gelmeden evvelki
defin merasimleri ile 6liniin hatiras: i¢in heykel veya tas dikme adeti
devam ettirilmigtir. Orta Asya, Mogolistan ve Giiney Rusya’da bulu-
nan bu mahiyetteki taglarda'? sliiler elbiseleri, kemerleri ve i¢ki kadeh-
leri ile tasvir edilmiglerdir® (11-14. res.). Bu eserlerde ¢ogu kere yiiz
belirtilmis; bag, boyun ve omuzlar ifade edilmistir. XIII. yiizyihn or-
talarma kadar takib edebildigimiz bu adete gore heykellerin gogu el-
biseli olarak ve kama, kili¢ ve ok gibi aletlerle miicehhez bir sekilde
yapilmislardir. Nizami’nin verdigi bilgiye gére, bir siivari, béyle bir
heykelin yanindan gegerken, kendi okunu, heykelin okluguna koymus-
tur'®, Bu hadise bu heykelerin o devirde ¢ok kiymet gérdiiklerini de
belirtmektedir.

Tahtacilar sliiyii kefenledikten sonra, onun iizerine elbisesini giy-
dirirler. Narhdere’de bir Tahtac: bir sohbet sirasimnda bize bunu naklet-
migtir. Ayrica A. Yilmaz da bu durumu kaydetmektedir®s. Thn Fadlan
seyahatnamesinde, Oguz boylarmnin 8liiye ceket giydirdiklerini, kuga-
gm1 bagladiklarmi, yaymi yanmna koyduklarini anlatmaktadir's. Bir
Tiirk boyu olan Beltirler de &lityii yikadiktan sonra, iizerine elbisesini
giydirirler'’. Tahtacilar glitye ve mezarmma ¢ok kiymet verirler. bu se-
beple de mezarm etrafina ¢igek saksilar: korlar’®. Biz de mezarlarmm ¢ok
bakiml oldugunu ve bugiiniin sartlar: iginde suni cigeklerle siislendi-

12— Bu figiivlii taglarin, mezartagi mahiyetinde olup olmadiklar: siipheli bulunmaktadir.
Balbal m1, yoksa §liintin hativasma mu dikildikleri miinakagalidir (A.D. Grac’m Tua’daki eski
Tiirk heykelleri, Moskova 1961 (tanmitan A. Inan, Kitablar Tirk Kiiltiirii, Say1 47, 146-149. s.,
Eyliil 1966) adli eserde bunlarm mezartast olduklar savunulmustur. Biz de liniin hatirast igin
dikildiklerini kabulleniyoruz.

13- A.D. Grag, Drevnetiirkskiye izvayaniya Tuvi, Muskova 1961, P1. 1-5, 8, 11, 14-15,
18, 23, 27, 29, 35-36, 40-41, 43-44, 51-53, 64~65, 70, 72-73, 76-87, 89.

14~ W. Barthold, Tiirklerde ve Mogullarda defin Merasimi, (Belleten, Cilt XI, 1947), 515,
515, 521. s.

15—~ A. Yilmaz, Tahtacilarda gelenekler, Ankara 1948, 81 s.

16~ Z.V. Togan, Ibn Fadlan’s Reisebericht, 14-15 (metin), Exk. 31 a ; A. Inan, Samanizm,
178. s.; Ramazan Sesen, Ibn Fadlan Seyahatnamesi, Istanbul 1975, 36 s.

17- A. Inan, a.c., 184. s.

18- A. Yilmaz. Tahtacilarda gelenckler, 85. s.; Y. Ziya (Yériikan), Tahtacilar, Da-
rulfiiniin ilahiyat Fak, Mecmuasi, 14, Istanbul 1930, 77, s.
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gini gordiik. Tahtacilar mezarm bag tarafina testi ile bir bardak bira-
kirlar®®, Kahve pisirmek iginde bir ocak yakarlar®. Beltirler de mezarmn
sag tarafinda ates yakarlar ve bu atese yemek ve igki atarlar®. Planc
Carpini ve Rubruk’da 8liiniin yanmna yiyecekler ve i¢ki konuldujgunu
anlatmaktadirlar??. Defin merasiminde Tahtac: kadmlar: ve erkekleri
birlikte hazir bulunurlar. definden sonra biitiin cemaat secdeye kapanir,
ve saatlerce orada kalirlar®. Olii gomiildiikten sonra mezarmn bag ve
ayak uclarma, yukar: kism1 genis ve yuvarlak, alt kismi dar, birer tahta
dikilir. Bunlarin uglarma birer ¢ivi galalir. Oliintin kullanmilmamig 6r-
tillerinden, mendillerinden ve kefeninden dar ve uzun pargalar kesile-
rek bir yiin ipe dizilir ve bu tahtalar arasma baglani®’. Bu adet Al-
tay samanlar1 arasinda hala devam etmektedir. Bir ucu dama, dier
ucu yere gakili bir kaziga baglanan ip iizerine kizil ve yesil kumasglar
atilarak tug yapilir. “Bu tug Cebrail vasitasiyla gokten Fatma Ana-
miz’a indi” derler®. Oguzlar yash ¢adir 6niine bayrak asarlar®. Yusuf
Ziya (Yoriikan) “eger cenaze bir bekar delikanh ise, kizlarm bayraklar:
ile gomiiliir. Geng kizlar da delikanhlarm bayraklar ile defnedilirler.
Erkekler kiza, kizlar erkeklere bayrak agarlar ve bayraklarla oliiyit
kabre vaz ederler. Sonra kiz veya erkek bayragi kabir tizerinde ii¢ defa
sallamr”?’, diyerel defin meresimi hakkinda enteresan bilgiler vermek-
tedir. Biz de Ankara-Gerede arasinda rastladigimiz bir Alevi mezar-
Liginda kabirler iizerinde al-yesil renkli seritlerden gok basit tuglar
gbrmiis ve resimlerini gekmistik. 8. nu.li mezartagmin kitabesinde de
“al-yegil bayrak ile geldim bekd makamma” denilerek bayrak ve tu-
gun defin merasimindeki 6nemi ve bu bayraklarm ifade ettikleri mana
belirtilmek isteniyor. Tiirbelere tug dikme adeti halen Iran ve Tiirkis-
tan’da yasamaktadr?®

19— A, Yilmaz, a.e., 85. s

20~ A, Yilmaz, a.e., 85. s.; Y, Ziya (Yériikan), Tahtacilar, Darulfiinfin 1lahiyat
Fak. Mee, 13, Istanbul 1929, 77. s.

21— A. Inan, Samanizm, 185, 189. s.

22— F. Risch, Juhann de Plano Carpini, Geschicte der Mongolen und Reisebericht, 1245~
1247, Leipzing 1930, 81-82. s.; F. Risch, Wilhelm von Rubruk, Reise zu den Mongolen 1253-
1255, Lelpmg, 1934, 74—75 S.

23— Yasuf Ziya (Yoriikén), Tahtacllar, Darulfunun Tlahiyat Fakiiltesi Mecmuasx, 14.,
Subat 1930, 76. s.

24—-A. Yllmaz, a.e., 82. 8.3 S. Veis Ornek, Anadolu folklorunda &liim, Ankara 1971, 73. 5

25— A, Inan, Samanizm, 109. s. -

26— A. Inan, a.e., 196. s.

27- Yusuf Ziya '(Yomkan), am. 14., Subat 1930, 76. s.

28— Von le Coq, Die Buddistiche Spétantike in Mittelasien, Neue Bildwerke, Teil 5, Ber=
lin 1926, Taf. D, Abb. 4; W. Radloff, Sibiryadan, Cev. Ahmad Temir, IL. c. Istanbul 1957, 464.
s.; Emel Esin, Tiirkistan Seyhatnamesi, Ankara 1959, 56. res.
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Tahtacilarm bagka yerlerdeki mezartaslarm: heniiz incelemek
imkanim bulamadik. Fakat Ermenek’teki mezartaglart aym gelenegin
izlerini tasimaktadir. Bu mezartagmm on yiziintin yukar: kismi yu-
varlatilarak buraya bas sekli verilmis, boyun kismma dért alem liva
islenmigtir (15. res.). Bagin arka tarafinda, yani tasin arka yiiziine
de, sag orgiileri (belik) yapilmigtar (16. res.). Orta Asya mezartaslar
iginde buna ¢ok benzeyen bir 6rnek de ele gegmistir?® (17. res.), Dr. Yil-
maz Onge, Silifke civarmda bhu tip merzartaglarmm bulundugunu bize
haber verdi (19. res.). Giiney-dogu Anadolw’da da yine bu gruptan bir
mezartasl resmine rastlanmistir (18. res.).

Tahtacilar, Canakkale, Bahkesir, Izmir (Narhdere, Urla, Bergama
Kemalpaga), Manisa (Soma, Akhisar, Tekeli, Karmealr), Aydin, Mugla
(Milas, Bodrum, Kéycegiz), Antalya® (Elmal, Manavgat, Alanya), Icel
(Silifke, Ovacik), Mut (Cokalli, Meledik, Anamur), Adana (Ceyhan), Kib-
ns*, Isparta ve Akgehir’in daha ziyade daglk yerlerinde oturmaktadirlar.
Malatya ve Harput civarmnda, Kayseri'nin Giineyindeki daglarda da
bir miktar Tahtaci meveuttur. Bagdat ve Halep’te de hala yasamak-
tadilar. Bosna-Hersek’te rastlanilan kazayagi motifli 1197 /1782 tarihli
bir mezartasi Tahtacilarin Balkanlara da gegtiklexini gostermektedir.
Bu kadar genis bir bolgeye yayilmis olan tabtacilarn mezartaslar
iizerinde yapilacak gahismalar, Tiirk kiiltiir tarihi bakimindan herhalde
¢ok mithim neticeler verecektir.

29- A.D. Grac. ae., pl. 92

30-.N. Kum Atabeyli, Antalya tahtacilarma dair notlar, Tiirk Tarih Arkeologya ve Et-
nografya Dergisi, 1940, IV. say1 203-212. s.; S. Fikri Erten, Antalya Vilayeti Tarihi, Istanbul
1940, 127-134. s.; Jean-Paul Roux, Les traditions des nomades de la Turquie méridionale,
Paris 1970, 31-35.

31— Kibnis’taki Tahtactlar igin bk: Yusuf Ziya (Yériikan), Tahteeilar, (Darulfiniin
Ilahiyat Fakiiliesi Mecmuas: 13., Istanbul 1929, 72, s,

32— Tahtacilarin Rumeline gegtikleri hakkmda bk: Yusuf Ziya (Yoritkany, a.m.,, 58. s.;
Mehmet Mujezinovié, Islamska Epigrafika u Bosni Hercegovini, Sarojevo 1974., Bu eserin
154. sayfasindaki mezartagi tizerinde Bir «kaz aya$i” motifi vardir, Kaz ayag: Tahtacilar
arasmda damga olarak kullanihr (Yusuf Ziya (Yirikan), am., 77. s.); Jean-Paul Roux,
les tradidions.., p. 216. :




SOME FIGURED TOMBSTONES IN NARLIDERE

Beyhan KARAMAGARALI

On the hilltop in Narhdere, a district of Izmir there is a cemetery.
This clean and well cared-for cemetery is worthy of careful attention
due to the types and decorations of the tombstones. On some of these
stones an attempt has been made to give a head, neck and body shape,
and on them fes (headdress), tozak! takke? kemer (belt) and kusak
(girdle) motifs have been worked.

1- Tombstone of Vehbi’s daughter Zehra (fig. 1, Design 1)

The headstone of the marble grave measures 56 x 20 x 7 cm. and
the footstone 48 x 20 x 6 cm., while the sarcophage has been buried
in the soil. On the inner face of the headstone, -that is the side facing
the grave is a bunch of feathers alluding to a bridal headdress. Under-
neath thisis seen a skullcap decorated with two rows of gold, silver coins
or penezes. On either side of this skull-cap hang an amulet and a
shoulder helt. On the amulet are decorations in lozenge design, and
from eitler sides hang bell-like tassels. The belt is decoratated with
parallel pieces. A tassel hangs from the middle and both ends. Below

this “the year 1927 y4Yy dow is written. Underneath the inscripiton

of the date there is wide buckled belt. This belt seems as though it
passed round a dress and moulds around each side or the stone giving
the impression of continuing round the back. The front of the belt, which
is understood to be made of flowered material or woven cloth, is in the
shape of two opposing leaves fastened with a buckle which gives a

metallic impression. Under the belt “Vehbi’s dauther (e85 )f @® }”
22 ’

and under this “for the soul of Zehra 4>y, |,85 is written.

92— The grave of a woman whose name cannot be read as it is under.
the soil (fig. 2)

1- Tozak, a type of crown made out of peacock or green duck feathers worn by brides.
92— Takke (terlik), name for a headdress whose front part is decorated with coins or copfer
penezes. :
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The headstone of the marble grave is 90 x 34 x 7 cm., the foots-
tone 92 x 30 x 6 cm. the soil covered sarcophage is 172 c¢m. long. On
this tombstone also is worked a hridal headdress. This headdress which
is made of feathers-a head part decorated with two rows of coins, the
amulet and belt is exactly the same as the above. The only difference
is that in this duluk¢alik? hang from the cheeks. Beneath the belt,
extending from the middle to the sides two ivy branches are found,
Under this there is an inscripition framed with mouldings.

“Ah for the death in the year 1307 /1889-1890 \ ¥+ s s e oF

I lamented with a sigh and tasted not my youth to the full
pI4 Jia Axgl,nﬁf (-\.\3 by ald of the last part of the ineription was
under the earth.

3— The grave of Hiiseyin’s son Ali (fig. 3, Design 2)

Only the marble headstone measuring 16 x 25. x 5 x 7 cm. is left
of this grave. The stone has been worked in the shape of a head, neck
and body with a fes on the head and round the neck an amulet. As in
the previous examples, a tassel hangs from each of the three corners of
the lozenge-shaped filled amulet. Also a watch chain hangs from the
neck onto the chest. The chain continues down from the lock, then up-
wards and on one side curves and is connected to a watch inside a pocket.
At the waist part of the trunk a horizontally striped sash is represented.

w03

On the left at chest level, above the pocket “Ah for the death-~, )H o 8l

on the right, the date 1328 /1912-1913” is written. Below the waist
is this inseription whose slanted lines are separated by mouldings.

My spirit had not enough of f"‘" > u;}’; wlgs

the world
The hour of death scorched . .
LS sl |
my collar?, s e J=
For the soul of Ali Jé S
Son of Hiiseyin az-gy le
Fatiha aZ

4~ Grave of Déne, wife of Abbas, daughter of Serva (fig. 4)

3- Dulukealik, name given to earring-like gold or silver coins or penez es, attached to the
headdress, which hang down from both cheeks. .
4~ Guibén, dresscollar “The hour of death burnt my collar”. Sadness is expressed.
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The marble headstone measures 113 x 38 x 7 cm., the footstone
106 x 38 x 7 cm., and the sarcophage buried under the soil is 185 e¢m.
in length. On the front face of the headstone, at the top is the illusion
of a five-petalled flower placed in the centre of two symmetric branc-
hes. Below these is a skull-cap decorated with two rows of coins. Below
this head piece are an amulet and hamayl. As in the above mentioned
examples the amulet and hamayl are decorated. The part representing
the face is decorated with an ivy branch. Below is aninscription a sirgle
row of moulding under the first line and double rows between the

other lines “God is eternal the year 1324 /1908-9  \yY¢ 414»‘5‘.,:“).%”

When the hour of death comes

BL ald 8 aludl asls” |
it does mnot consider the R & : ‘J?

person’s youth and senility

But I personally think that el s f}; B 4?=;§4§(,° s TJi; s
death does not become youth
The hour of death does not

account for the little innocent,

Behold the rose-like orphan of  &)ide s> 10 5 arbo) (RO g2 LS{ Jllf
This deceased left in this world, jil_,é'\e J-’-'\ > odlisglls f-‘v-:i

Leaving goods and possessions R . '
48 Oslss w8 Sk o JL
she abandons this world Qe O3 el =y "‘S J dle
Does not consider that mother
father children left

She was the wife of Abbas
and Serva’s daughter
Done left this world without
a backward glance

The date for form’s sake | said the < | T
- arp oo M2a) 5 Sl
year three hundred and twentyfive..” el P B A R aa(G

sl s @B e JaNSl bl ol
skl 8 Elily o gualds Elwle

oWl Gy eayl Oalis (4igd) gdasS

The single line below is underground. The outer face of the foots-
tone is decorvated with ivy branches.

5— The grave of a woman whose name is underground (fig. 5)

The marble headstone of the grave measures 137 x 40 x 6 cm, the
footstone 138 x 38 x 7 cm., and the earth-covered sarcophage in 199 em.
long. The top part of the headstone which narrows towards the botiom
and ends with a sharppomted arch is worked with two symmetrical
branches. at the ends and tops of the branches are five-petalled orna-
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mental flowers. Below this is a skull cap decorated with two rows of
coins. On the centre of the headpiece hangs a golden lira, under this
is an amulet bound on two sides from whose corners hang tassels. The
part representing the face is covered with an ivy branch. Under this
is an inscription whose lines are separated by mouldings.

“God is eternal, the year 1325 /1909-10 CAPYe ijh

e ti intended merei- - . - £ . e
The execntioner T e e o 90 ol (g3abl Lad Cldle
less death for my soul . :
In an instant he struck my neck

with his sword without

sparing me

acls 5 Odeud cbblﬁ ijjﬁ;zc'"“ 1Y)

Death came to me e Ciga lif O s L_;.\&J"UU\E» faas
I am going, farwell my friends ach B Cb 3 O g ol s ¢F faba\lﬂ

The bird of my soul opened
its wings and flew

L;u\rlif‘- J‘}J:' ohed d)‘ uj’.‘T 2 fb- tj.o

after three lines, an attempt has been made to represent a belt by placing
aflower branch under this line. Further down the inscription continues.
Here it describes the bird of the soul opening its wing and flying,
that is, it likens the soul of the dead person to a bird. This resemblance
was found in the pre-Islamic beliefs of Turks and Mongols®.

60— The tombstone of Bagdad wife of Yamik Hiiseyn (fig. 6)

The headstone of the marble grave measures 111 x 36 x 6cm.,
the footstone 93 x 34 x 4 cm., while the earth-covered sarcophage is
96 cm. long. The headstone narows slightly towards the bottom and
at the top are three symetrical branches bound together in the middle.

- At the end of cach branch is a five petalled flower. Under this part is a
skull-cap decorated with one row af coins. In the centre of this row of
coins hangs a lira probably a 5 lira piece. Under this can be seen an
amulet with tassels hanging from the corners, hung on a chain. The
area forming the face is covered two pomegranate branches representing

b e S e e e S S

eternal sleep®. Further down is an inscription with its lines separated
by mouldings.

5- M. Eliade, Schamanismus und archaische Ekstastecnik, Ziirih 1954, s. 158; B. Kara-
magarah, Sivas ve Tokat’taki figiirlii mezartaglarinm mahiyeti hakkinda (Seleuklu Aragtirmalar
Dergisi II, Ankara 1970) p. 91.

6~ S. Eyice, Kurgehir’de H. 709 (1310) tarihli tasvirli bir Tiirk mezartas (Resat Rahmeti
Arat igin, Ankara 1966) p. 222.
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Ah for the death the year 1342/1923-24 | \Y§Y diw g:',»jl\ O ol

All-giving God be merciful LS*H ! oL ‘\'\{,‘ (‘?- J o
Allow us to enter Paradise (s'i,,wa Ciam ke dlgj
Do not keep me apart from your community J) b £ 24 04Sals” BE
This inferior world is not left for anyone (35 RS 9 dfg 3L AgaeS
For the soul of Bagdad wife of Yamk Hilseyn aldx (594733 O Gl
Pray Fatiha a£ b gy

7- The tombstone of Hiiseyn son of Halil (fig. 7)

The headstone of the marble grave measures 65 x 19 x 6 cm., the
footstone 65 x 16 x 5 cm., while the earth covered rectangular shaped
sarcophage-with the centre open-is 40 cm. in length. The upper portion
of the inner face of the headstone, which faces the footstone ends with
a fes. A tassel extends from the the front of the fes towards the back.
The tassel has been worked on the outer face of the stone. At the side
of the fes a small flower branch has been attached. On the inner face
of the stone, at the neck section, is a crescent and under this an amulet
with tassels at three corners. Under the amulet is a hamayli. A tassel
hangs from each end and middle of the hamayli. At the level of the
amulet on the right and left are moon and star motifs. The stars are
eight cornered. These give the impression of an epaulet. A pair of flo-
wer branches symbolizing Hasan and Hiiseyin decorate the chest area.
Undernaeth this is an inscription separated by narrow mouldings.

God is eternal, the year 7 Beptember L] i
13981013 A IV e SUL

1 flew like a nightingale from my cage Odantd (a.lg- ol ‘5{ JAL

1 was three years old like a sapling rose ., f"\i‘dg Olde @,\;,j’u\i G;_,\

Let my mother ery as she cries ) }..u)hé\ 4z DNE] ‘514“ P
1 was a doe-eyed lily O C.Ai\ St 35 any g
Pray fatiha for the soul of o d& 5] J,\l:;-

"Halil oglu Hiiseyn A b o )
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The outer face of the stone is decorated with a vine branch the
whole of its length. On the inner face of the footstone is an ivy branch
of some kind while on the outer face a cypress-flower composition has
been worked.

8~ The tombstone of Barutcu (gunpowder maker) Hasan Oglu
Hasan (fig. 8). '

The headstone of the marble grave measures 104 x 26 x 7 cm.,
the footstone 98 x 26 x 4 cm., and the soil covered sarcophage is 220
cm. long. The top part of the headstone again ends with a fes. The lo-
wer edge of the fes is a turban, giving the impression of a flowered ma-
terial and on the left of this a flower branch has been placed. At the
neck part is a crescent motif whose ends curve upwards. Under the
crescent is a moon and star facing right, and below this is an amulet.
The amulet is decorated like the previous ones. In addition a watch
chain hangs from the neck to the waist; it continues below the lock,
curves upwards to the left and is connected to a watch which has
three chains which end in small spheres. A rossette has been worked
inside the watch. The open spaces are decorated with plant motifs,
Under the shoulders worked a six-leaf flower adornment symmet-
rical to the watch. Further down is an inscription

“God is eternal 11 Muharrem 1331 YYD (.J; \\é .S‘JA

I am a newly opened rose my name .

is Hasan (q. BEPES fi.“’i rifj OJ:M_)J;

The sore in my weeping heart

€ g bl 2333 slesNL LB
is the cause of my death oISt Fhel £33 0dey SU

Because of my poverty 1 could . . s e . .. i
03055 S Ol Lie Gad abl i
not tasie of pleasure or fame 22 s B 2 4l

My home became  this I:ii:l}i “:f alid o j,f«': L;..\j _9‘ al:.w Sl f\gm

. , : _
I came with the red and green flag?, alie (w\l{‘tb‘ Gl et T
to my eternal resting place : . . O

My death is in the year 1331 (,, 2 558 S jS don éu"j

7- We also established a shiid cemetary between Ankara and Gerede its tombstones
which have flags made of red and green pieces of material erected over them. The green
colour represents the sect while the red colour represents Hz. Ali by Alevidin.
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For the soul of Barutgu Hasan Oglu Hasan™ e db N e u;“ 3oL
Pray Fatiha AT Ao g )

At the upper part of the outer face of the stone is seen the tassel hanging
from the back of the fes and the turban of flowered material. The area
below is covered with a wine branch.

9— The tombstone of Karahasan oglu Hasan oglu of Narhidere (fig.9)

Only the marble headstone measuring 142 x 30 x 4 em., remains
of this grave. The upper part of the stone ends with a skull-cap. An
amulet hangs from the neck down to the chest. Two symmetrical branches
rise on either side from the middle of the part represening the chest
towards shoulder. The chest is separated from the lower region of the
trunk with a straight moulding. Lower down is an inscription whose
inclining lines are once again separated with mouldings.

“God is eternal the year 1342 /1923-24 AYEY aw 3UWIga

The hour of death came, a headache
an excuse
He left without having his fill of
the people of the world

Blgr xS (346 gb Jazmy

My request of neighbours, family and

POV I\ PR Ve RV P
friends is this ° C?J" VDY Ll sy

Let them remember him with prayer PHE g j:f abl les
For the soul of Hasan oglu e o8 oo d,t
Son Of Karahasan of Narhdere dﬁ, N e J'; o
Pray Fatiha i ko g

10~ The grave of Dad: (Dart), wife of Seyfi Aga, daughter of Abbas
(Fig. 10).

The headstone of the marble grave measures 117 x 27 x 6 cm.,
the footstone 90 x 27 x 4 cm., while the soil covered sarcophage is 160
cm. long. The upper part of the headstone is in the form of a bunch of
flowers bound with a band. The flowers from the upper portion of the
bunch extend downwards on each side like plaited hair and join with
leaves wisting from below. The borders of the stone are framed with
a narrow row of young shoot motifs. Within this frame in the portion
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corresponding to the chest three besibirlik (5 lira) are hung on a ribben.
Ta the area surrounding this necklace “Ah for the death” <o\l QAeT
is written. In the space at each lower corner is a three leafed flower.
Under this in the form of inclining lines is found an inseription. The
lines are separeted by mouldings.

“The wife of Seyfi Aga daughter of be  oos Ce el
Abbas Y4 ST el e

Temasa kadin went to Eternity (2 o e aabl a8 Lale

To all mortals death comes at the end ()| o Cudle yul BlST G 9

Because this mortal palace is a L sl Sl 3l (e
. e 3 Akt A
visiting house T I / s 22
Her child was left a sixteen

wa slB g Gligs” S o
days old orphan S s (S o Eli g PURNY

Husband, family all lamented her M slg ol sl bl g Jl:L Jlg_ D) 41{‘

While still only a youth of < . o
: S ekl A S
twenty five o G{ e Lo BN R

The merciless hour of death did - .
\ BT ol s (ot Ak

not give her respite o e J:"‘ é

I found the date of death of - . . . . :
2l b euls palie dlRAL fas

Dad: by my tears® oY U S f=0%% “ -
Hz. Zehra®, mediate for her | AT ; i
AY s ENT o e d | IV
in the other world” SN am e 4 S
Although the name of the dead person is written “Dari”it is more

meaningful to read it as “Dadi”.

&
%

The Narhdere gravestone place belong to a group called Tahtaci!.

8- The date of this gravestone is given according to “ebget” with numeration by leiters
of the alphabet. )
9- Hz. Zehra is the name of Fatima, Hz. Muhammed’s daughter.

10- In an interesting record in the book of travels by Abu Diilef, in mentioning Turkish
tribes he writes “then we went to a tribe (oruk) called Tahtah. Here the people eat barley and
millet with various types of meat and vegetables” (Yusuf Ziya (Yériikan), Onuncu asir iptidala-
rmndan yazilmig olan Ebu Diilef Seyahatnamesine nazarar Orta Asyada Tirk boylari ve bunlarin
dinf ve cograff vaziyetleri, Darulfiintin I1ahiyat Fakiiltesi Mecmuasi, March 1932, p. 52). Un-
fortunately no other reference book has been found on this subject. However the community
called Afag Eriler (Ziya Gokalp, Tiirk Téresi, Istanbul 1339, 67) are reported to have lived and
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The Tahtajis are Alevis (Shiis)!!. On their gravestones the head

thieved in the forest regions of Elbistan in the year 1193. (Z.V. Togan, Umum? Tirk tarihine
giris, Istanbul 1946, pp. 163 and 245. Z.V. Togan Ans. of islam, Azarbaycan p. 98) However it
has been recorded that the Agac Eri community lived after the middle of the XIII. eentury in
the forest region around Maras and Malatya (Faruk Stimer, Agag-Erileri, Belleten XX VI. no.
101-104, Ankara 1962, p. 522). it has been noted that Izzeddin Keykavus sent some forces to
Malatya against them, defeated them and captured their leaders (Ibn Bibi, Trans. M. Nuri Gen-
cosman, Ankara 1941, pp, 255-256; Osman Turan, Selguklular zamanmda Tivkiye, Istanbul
1971, pp. 477-478; Nejat Kaymaz. Pervane Mu’inii’d-din Siileyman, Ankara 1970, p. 60, Faruk
Siimer, s.a., pp. 523-524). However one year later asked for their help, later on after. Hiilagu
sent a force of 20.000 against them they were unable to recover (Faruk Siimer, s.a., p. 524).
Yusuf Ziya (Yorilkan) connects the “Tahtah” mentioned in Abu Diilef’s book of travels with
the Tahtajis and writes “Abu Diilef entered the Bayat province after the Tahtah. Today also
the Bayats and Tahtajis are neighours. In the lower district of Narhdere are the Bayats, and
in the upper the Tahtajis live. The Tahtajis like the Tahtah live in security and order. They are
calm natured people. The Tahtajis of Adana and Ganakkale carry this name even though they
are not employed in woodwork. It is incorret to suppose that the Tahtajis have changed their
original name while all the other tribes conserved their own names and in our opinion the Tah-
tacts and Tahtah ave the same (Yusuf (Yoriikan), s.a., pp. 56-58). On the other hand Sakir
Ulkiitagir (Ans. of Turkish-Islamic, Agag Eri Mad.), A. Yilmaz (Tahtacilarda Gelenekler, An-
kara 1948, pp. 11-12) and Faruk Siimer (s.p. 528) agree that the Agac Eris are the ancestors
of the Tahtajis. This opinion is guite widespread. F. Babinger maintains that the Tahtajis are
Cepni (F. BabingerSchejch Bedr ed-Din, der Sohn des Richters von Simav, Berlin 1921, s. 99,
n2). We believe that, although there is a connection between the Tahtacis and the Agac Eris,
the Tahtajis have conserved their name since antiquity.

11— The Tahtajis are Alevis, although they claim to be Caferitdes they do not know
what Caferfsm means. They have no system of belief. Their principles of beliefs comes from the
sayings and beliefs of their ancestors. The beliefs are in their customs, and their customs are
in the form of religions ceremonies (Yusuf Ziya (Yoriikan). Tahtajilar. Tahtajilarda dini ve sibrf
hayat, Darulfunun flahiyat Fakiiltesi Mecmuast, May 1930 pp. 66-80; and Birinei Kénun 1930,
pp. 72-80). Alevid convent poetry concerning reincarnation, metamorphosis, ascension and
hurifilik have all influenced the Tahtajis. They attribute deity to Hz. Ali. They have not the
district organisation of the Beltashis. The distirict organisation is hased upon a dervish
(dede) to three or five villages, this dede is connected to a greater dede, and this dede in turn
is connected to another dede to form a (elebi centre. Each dede is the protector of a mausleum
and claims to be the descendent of the person buried in the mausoleum. The strong dervishes
say that they are descendents of a generation of nomadic tribal chiefs. The Tahtajis have
no such organisation or nomadic chief thought. They have two ocaks (fraternity) Yamm Yatur
and Hac1 Emirli. The first of these fraternities is in Narhdere of fzmir, and the second in in
the Resadiye of Tokat. They do not recognize any other centre. During the harvest season,
the dervishes visit their people (miirid), they preside over the meetings, they give authority
to one person for the meetings of the coming winter season and punish or pardon the guilty. In
older times dervishes permission was sought for all kinds of work. It was complusory to surren-
der to and rely on the dervish. The possessions of the dervishes were sacred. In the Yanmn Yatn
fraternity of Narhdere there remains a conical felt hat, a shalvar (type of trousers) and a pair
of shoes. In the Hact Emirli fratermity of Rasadiye there is a dress and a sword. Their books
are Kumru, Sakiname, Mekakibame, Fazilenime, Haci Bektash Vilayetndmesi Hutbetulbeyan
ve Salnime-i Sadreddin. Sadreddin was ihe son of Sheik Schafi of Erdebil of the Horasan
Erens (men who arrived at the truth). After the invasion of Timur some of the Alevis became
bound to Sadveddin and later still joined shah Ismail of Iran, this became pari of the Kizl-
bash army. (J. K. Birge, The Bektashi order of dervishes, London 1965, 211-212 pp. writes
that he obtained his information from Yusuf Ziya (Yériikan). For this reason we only used
this original reference.)
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neck and shoulders are defined as described above, at the waist a sash
or belt (symbolizing Kemerbest or Mother F atima) is expressed, but
due to the influence of time and environment the nose, mouth, eyebrows
and eyes have not been worked, but in place of them two flower
branches resembling Hasan and Hiiseyn were settled. However the
headdresses, the caps (terlik) decorated with coins at the brow region, the
duluk¢alik hanging from the cheeks and amulets and hamaylis worn
by the women, the fes, the turbans, the flower inserted into the fes and
watch chain worn by the men are all worked. The Tahtajis continued
in the tombstones of Narlidere the tradition of erecting a statue or
stone from the burial ceremonies in memory of the dead from the days
before the Turks entered Anatolia. On these characteristic stones' found
in Middle Asia, Mongolia and Southern Russia, the dead are described
with dresses, belts and drinking cups (figs. 10-14)8. Often in these
works the face is shown and the head, neck and shoulders are expressed.
According to this custom which we have heen able to trace as far as
the middle of the XIII century, most of the statues have been made
furnished such instruments as daggers, swords and arrows. From the
information given by Nizami, a cavalryman on passing near one of these
statues placed his own arrow into the quiver of the statue'’. This inci-
dent gives an indication of the importance these statues were given
in that time.

The dead Tahtaji having first been placed in a shroud were dressed
up in their clothes. This was passed to us by a Tahtaji in Narhdere
during a conversation. Also A. Yilmaz has recorded this situation!s,
Ibn Fadlan in his record of his journeys describes how the dead were
dressed in a jacket, their saches bound and placed side by side's. A Tur-
kish clan the Beltirs also, having washed the dead person would dress
him in his clothes'”. The Tahtajis place great value on the dead and
the grave and, because of this, place flower pots around the grave's. We

12- It is doubtful whether these figured stones are gravestones. It is disputed whether
they are'Balbal or erected in memory of the dead. (A.D. Grae, Tuva’daki eski Tiirk heykelleri,
Moskova 1961 (A. Tnan, Kitablar Tirk Kiltiirii, sayt 47, pp. 146-149, Sept. 1966) work claims
that these stones are gravestones. We are of the same opininon.

13- A.D. Grac, Drevnetiirkskiye izvayaniya Tuvi, Muskova 1961, Pl 1-5, 8, 11, 14-15,
18, 23, 27, 29, 35-36, 40-41, 43-44, 51-53, 6465, 70, 72-73 76-87, 89.

14— 'W. Barthold, Tiirklerde ve Mogullarda defin merasimi (Belleten, XI, 1947) pp, 515,
521.

15— A. Yilmaz, Tahtacilarda gelenekler, Ankara 1948, p. 81

16~ Z.V. Togan Iba Fadlan’s Reisebericht, 14-15 (text), Exk. 31 a.; A. Inan Samanizm,
p- 178; Ramazan Sesea, Ibn Fadlan seyahatnamesi, Istanbul 1975, p. 36 s.

17- A. Inan, s.w., p. 184. .

18- A. Yilmaz, Tahtacilarda gelenekler, p. 85.
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saw that these graves were well cared for and under today’s con-
ditions were decorated with artificial flowers. The Tahtajis leave a
water jug and glass at the head of the grave'. They light a fire to make
coffee®®. The Beltirs also light a fire on the right of the grave and throw
food and drink into this fire?'. Plano Carpini and Rubruk also describe
the placing of food and drink by the side of the dead?. In the burial
ceremony the Tahtaji women and men were all together, after -the
burial the whole community prostrated in worship and stayed there
for hours?®. When the dead had been buried a wooden post was erected
at the head and foot end, whose upper portion was wide and round,
while the lower part was narrow. At their ends a nail was driven. Long
narrow pieces of unused covers, handkercheifs and shroud belonging
to the dead were arranged on a woollen string and bound between these
two wooden posts?*. This custom is still continued among the Altay.
A flagstaff is made by hanging pieces of red and green material
on a length of string one end of which is tied to the roof, the other to
a stake in the ground. They say “this flagstaff descended from the sky
to our Mother Fatima by means of Gabriel”®. The Oguz clan hang a
flag in front of the mourning tent?. Yusuf Ziya (Yériikan) in reporting
that “if the dead person is a young man, he is buried with the flags of
the young girls. The young girls are buried with the flags of the young
men. The men open flags for the girls, the gitls for the men and place
the dead in the grave with the flags. Then the girl or man’s flag is wa-
ved on the grave three times”?’ gives interesting information about the
burial ceremony. We also found in a Alevid cemetary between
Ankara-Gerede very simple flagstaffs with red and green ribbons above
the graves and took their photos. In the inscription on the No. 8 grave
the words “I came with the green and red flag to my eternal resting
place” show the importance of the flag and flagstaff in the burial cere-
mony and wish to make clear the meaning expressed by these flags.

19- A. Yilmaz, s.w., p. 85

20~ A. Yilmaz, s.w. p. 85

921~ A. Inan, Samanizm, pp, 185, 189

29~ F. Risch, Juhann de Plano Carpini, Geschicte der Mongollen und Reisebericht 1245—
1247, Leipzig 1930, pp 81-82; F. Risch, Wilhelm von Rubruk, Reise zu den Mongolen 1253-
1255, Leipzig, 1934, pp. 74-75

93~ Yusuf Ziya (Yoriikkan), Tahtacilar, Darulfunun Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Mecmuasi, 14,
Feb. 1930, pp. 76

94— A. Yilmaz, Tahtacilarda gelenekler.,, p. 82; S.Veis Ornek, Anadolu folklorunda
8liim, Ankara 1971, p. 73

25— A. Inan, Samanizm, p. 109

.26~ A. Inan, s.w. p. 196

27— Yusuf Ziya (Yoriikén), s.a. 14, Feb, 1930, p. 76
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The custom of erecting the flagstaff on tombs still surives in Iran and
Turkistan®,

We have not yet had the opportunity to study Tahtajis graves-
tones m other places. However the gravestones in Ermenek show the
marks of the same tradition. The upper portion of the front face of this
gravestone is rounded, here the head shape is given, the neck portion
is worked with four gold coins. At the back of the head, that is the back
face of the stone, hair belik (plaits) have been made (Fig. 16). On the
gravestones in Middle Asia a very similar example to this has been dis-
covered (fig. 17)®. Dr. Yilmaz Onge informed us that this type of gra-
vestone has heen discovered in the Silifke region (fig. 19).

In South-East Anatolia also a photo of a gravestone of this type
has bheen found (fig. 18).

The Tahtajis live in regions round Canakkale, Balikesir. Izmir
(Narlidere, Urla Bergama, Kemalpaga), Manisa (Soma, Akhisar, Te-
keli, Karmecali), Aydin, Mugla (Milas, Bodrum, Kéoycegiz), Antalya®
Elmah, Manavgat, Alanya), I¢el (Silifke, Ovacik), Mut, (Cokall:, Me-
ledik, Anamur), Adana (Ceyhan) Cyprus, Isparta and the rather more
mountainous regions of Aksehir. A number of Tahtajis also live in the
Malatya and Harput area and the southern mountains of Kayseri.
They also still live in Bagdad and Haleppo. Future research on the
gravestones of the Tahtajis who are spread out over such a large area
should give very important results from the aspect of Turkish cultural
history.

28- Von le Coq, Die Buddistiche Spitantike in Mittelasien, Neue Bildwerke, Teil 5, Berlin
1926, Taf. D, Abb. 4; W. Radloff, Sibiryadan, (trans, Ahmed T emir, Vol. 11, Istanbul 1957, P.
464; E. Esin, Tinkistan seyahatnamesi, Ankara 1959, fig. 56

29— A. D. Grag, Drevnetiirkskiye., pl. 92

30— N. Kum Atabeyli, Antalya Tahtacilarinda ait notlar, Tiirk Tarih Arkeologya ve Et-
nografya Dergisi, 1940, IV, pp. 203-212; S. Fikri Erten, Autalya Vilayeti Tarihi, Istanul 140,9
pp- 127-134; Jean-Paul Roux, Les traditions des nomades de la Turquie Méridionale, Paris
1970, 31-35. :

31-Yusuf Ziya (Yériikan), s. a,, 13, 1929, 72 ) )

32-Yusuf Ziya (Ytiriikén), s. a, 13, 58.s.; and Mehmet Mujezinovic, Islamska
Epigrakfika u Bosni Hercegovini, Sarajevo 1974., P- 154, In this book there is a three-ended
rope motif which is used as a seal of Tahtajis on one of the graveslone, (See also
Yusuf Ziya Yorilkén s. a, p. 77.); Jean-Paul Roux, Les traditions., p. 216.
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5. Resim (Foto: H. Karamagaral) 6. Resim (Foto: H. Karamagarali)

Fig. 5. (Photo. H. Karamagaral) Fig. 6. (Photo. H. Karamagaral)
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7. Resim (Foto: H. Karamagaral) 8. Resim (Foto: H. Karamagarali)

Fig. 7. (Photo. H. Karamagarali) Fig. 8. (Photo. H. Karamagarali)
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H. Karamagarah)

10. Resim (Foto

9. Resim (Foto: H. Karamagaral)
Fig. 9. (Photo. H. Karamagaral)

Fig. 10. (Photo. H. Karamagarah)
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17. Resim (A. Gra¢’tan) 18. Resim (Foto: H. EeThoma)
Fig. 17. (After A. Grag) Fig. 18. (Photo. H. Thoma)

19. Resim (Foto: Y. Onge)
Fig. 19. (Photo. Y. Onge)




